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• How are the political, social, and economic 
conditions inhibiting the Venezuelan opposition 
from creating political reform in the Chavez and 
Maduro era? 
• Academics, journalists, and researchers have 
conducted extensive qualitative research on the 
causality of the socialist-leftist movement in 
Venezuela; however, little quantitative research has 
been conducted on how and why opposition reform 
efforts have been largely ineffective.
Venezuelan Political Networks per Election Cycle.
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Results
• A model for open source quantitative analysis for 
vulnerable and isolated states
• Network analysis suggests the opposition failed 
due to fragmentation and polarization
• Venezuelan opposition mobilized for protests 
through Twitter 
• Regression suggests GDP  and Inflation 
determine how Venezuelans voted in each 
election cycle
The “So What” Next Steps
• The model developed in this work needs to be further refined 
and tested in other vulnerable states in Latin America for 
validation, ultimately, to be replicated and implemented on a 
mass scale.
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Ebb and Flow of Protest over Time with Key Events.
Research design
• Using exploratory methods in the fields of social 
network analysis, social movement theory, and 
statistical analysis, this work develops an 
alternative quantitative model and applies it to 
traditional qualitative methods of analysis to 
illuminate the vulnerabilities of the Chavez and 
Maduro regimes and the missed opportunities by 
the opposition.
• Data sources: open source datamining tools such 
as ICEWS, election results data, and Global 
Economy Database
Change in Presidential Election Results By Municipality Overlaid with 
Protest.
• Political reform in Venezuela can be accomplished by 
further understanding missed opportunities of the 
opposition, which supports the formulation of strategy in 
Latin America as the United States and its regional allies 
enhance stability in the region. 
